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Amendments to the aaimof 

THs listing of claim, will r^lace aU prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
ListinEOf Clainiit: 

1-25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended) A meUiodlbr manufacturing a slipper that includes an upper 
attached to an outsole, w hnrnn rhn iir^.,,.. uunij^i L u . au u uL ^el^^ftae bn ir^r n ic e , attu o h cj loun 
o iiT ^olo .n foo f co w a in^ai u a,uuJn ^l Mfc l nuiu u. ,1 . .r^l.- • ,t i .li j lHn^n x Lmbui L 
^.TTn^hnd ilmi ct h c ou l.u l u a iU u jliTTinnr hum tu u.. i i i ,1 n nn ,-.n-r • |„^ . .Tc ib otiuuuu IL. 
stabiliging rocmbar ond tho foot covering area, the mediod comprising: 

^ P^'V^dins the npp^r compririnp at) ontsole «ft..h^.»t . ^ ea. a W ccw^ -.f> 

and a stabilizin p- member^ 

. attaching the stabiHzing member a]on f> the n>, tsole attaf^bm^t t, 

insole receivinf^ .r.a between th. stabilizing niemb.. ..^ fo^t r^ov^-^p ~ 

attaching the outsole attachment area of thp y pp^ r to the n^^t^ ^^• 

P^r^nn c n n in n ok v,i fhin t hn iM.u l ui . u.ui ^inc ^^n. f hi. iiM ^u l u m mpviLma m uji di u ir 
compression molding a fbailLStructure tp fonn ^ in^^la comprising a foam layer 
having a Grst foam side and a second foam side, to provide an insole comprising: 

(i) a heel region having a heel cushioning portion and a heel perimeter 
portion, wherein the heel perimeter portion comprises a retaining wall that 
extends above the top surfece of the heel cushioning portion; 

(ii) an areh region having an arch cushioning portion and an aich perimeter 
portion, wherein the arch perimeter portion comprises an arch support that 
extends above the top surfece of the arch cushioning portion; and 

(iii) a toe region having a toe cushioning portion and a toe perimeter portion; 
and 

(iv) wherein the heel cushioning portion includes a first higher density foam 
area,^ a first cenfeiLlower density foam area substantia nv 

by the first hipb^rf^.,tl-«- 1 -.nd i rri >ndTowpr^fr.«^,f^.^ 

8ffa PQsitipped alonp a heel n^m^w p^^v.^ „,i,^„^^ ^^^^^^ 
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i n t hn fir iT high n . .Ii iiuli^ fuau i j i u.. Jiighor than tl io i k ^ n m^^^m^ 
tho first low fi r 6mnty f u um g jo a ; and 
Plaoing thB insole within tT^^ insnlft rRr^ivir.^ 

27. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 26, wherein the sten nf .tt..hi.. 
the upper and the outsole af^««ad«d%y mmms^sti tching the outsole attachment area to an 
outsole retaining wall along a circumference of the outsole. 

28. (Currently Amended) A meflxod according to cldm 26, " hrrrin tTih iiijul. umjiiii.., 
further comprisinp formi^P a laminate of the foam layer and a fabric layer having a first fabric 
side and a second febric side, wherein the second fabric side is attached to the firat foam aide. 

29. (Original) A method acconiing to claim 26, wherein the step of placmg an i^le within 
the msole receiving area comprises adhering the msole to the stabilizing member. 



30. (Currently Amended) A method accordmg to claim 26, wherein the 



step of 



compression mo^dinp a structure to form an in^l. r^n,^ ... j^^^ 
foam area ^have W height that is less than a height of the fir^t lower density foam ; 



area. 



31. (Correnfly Amended) A method according to claim 30, wherein: 

^ ^ PP"n>»^5ig° Pioldinir a Stnirtin-e to fnr^ comnri... f.^.-.„ 

a dififeiwice betv^reen the height of the first lower density foam area and the fii^t 
hi^er density foam areas^s at least 1/16 inc h so that the fir.tio w3rden.tvf..». 
area projects ahove surface of thr first hi^h^ H^ofy ^ ^„ 
foam side- anri 

(b) the insole plarH ,,nthin the insole T^ct^nnP .n. a with th. fi^t f,,,-^ ^ 
the ibot covering area. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 30, wherein the steo of 
compression mo1dir,p , structure to form .n indole cnn..nc.c . difference b^een the 



PAGE SflS'RCVD AT 1/7/2005 6:59:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time]' 8VR:U8PTO{FXRF-1/0' DNI8:8729306' CSID:612332908r DURATION (mm4S):0S44 



JAN-07-05 18:00 FROWhMerchant & Gould 6123329081 T-363 P. 006/016 F-127 

I 
I 

mVmm,i,,mir^„,„m,«.H^^^...^,^ .. - .^it-^.fi, ,,,,,,, 

ad W d«IHitY f9m ^ , -.re m of the „ni,.rv of fn,^. K>^^ ^ri,. Tl gu. ,.. 

.. ■o i» . m .l h.l..al . J m a, o l„ ., l .,.■-„.■„„,■,■ r , , . , 1,,^ , , ^^^ ^ 

fiuirounda<ho hool ouohioiiiiig poriioii. 

34. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 33. wherein the sten 
■ compression moldinp is earned ont .so that t he first lower density foam area is suirounded by a 
plm^ty of isolated lower density foam areas wherein the pluraHty of isolated lower density 
foam areas are separated fiom each oiher by portions of the first higher density foam area. 

35. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 33. wherein the step of 
compression molding is carri^cf m so th.t t he first lower density foam area is oval sh^ed. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 26, wherein thestenof 

coxnp,,^ion moldinpTsr.rri.Ho, t^nth.t. t hetoeperimeter portion does 

wall- ^ 



37. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 26, wherein the 



Step of 



con,pr^ion moldinpis cazried o^ "^o that t heheel cushioning portion comprises a starburst 
pattern. 



38. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 26, further con^nn... 
proyidjpg etfiYlffli? vinyl acetate fh i the f«m^r^ ^^ ^py.. f^sm i^y^rnmiirim. cthnkiiu lin U 

39. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim26. .rrj^^^iaiho .uuqlluu 

farther 9ompri ff fnff forming a laminate of the foam layer and a fabric layer having a 
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fim ftWc dd. a.d a «»»d fihric sid^ wl««ta ae second ftbrie dde is anaohed ,0 fc, 
foam side. 



40 (C»rrentIyA»,ended) A method accoxding to claim 39. flMher cnn^nH.., p..,..,-,, 
the fabric layer w herein the fabric layer has a nap of less than 4 mm. 

41. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 26, wherein thest^. r 
compression molding is earned o.t so fh.t the arch perimeter portion comprises a retaining wall 
that extends above the top surfece of the heel cushioning portion. 

42. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 41, wherein flie^jgEof 
compression moldiup is c^ed oirf so thRT t he retaining wall of the heel perimeter portion 
extends about 1/4 inch to about 1 inch above the top suifece of the heel cushioning portion. 

43. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 26. wherein ihe sten nf 
compression moldinp i, <^^-ed ont .so thnt t he arch support extends about 1/4 inch to about 1 
mch above flie top surface of the arch cushioning portion. 

44. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 26, faxther comnri.,n^ 
creafrnsaplumh tyofp^onm-on.int he arch support ee^4se^*^J«.^i^pe^^^ for 
mcreasing the flexibility of the arch support. 

45. (Cur«n«yAmended) A method accoi^g to claim 26. further co^.h... ....... , 

pWitynfp n-fi^tionn-nwhn - nin at least one of the heel region, the azch region, and the toe 
region - rompriTm i p himlU y u fp uifuji u i i uu u, for increasing air ciicuUrtion. 

46. (CurrentlyAmended) A method according to claim 45. wherein the nerfor^tion. 
cre^edm the heel region, arch region and toe regjop-^prirrn i rnv,-,lits, , if puifuiaLloa. jp, 
fflcr e asmg nir oiroula ^^. 
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47. (Cmrently Amended) A method accoidmg to elate 46, whei^in the esJ^^oo^ 
ppsmoa^^th^t t he insole comprises a perforation-free ax^a, tihat is adjacent to the hed region 
arch region and toe regioa ' 

48. (Currently Amended) A method according to clain, 45, wherein fteE^fet^ 
efiaa2BgiSo^atthe.arch region comprises a plurality of perforations and the perforations in the 
arch region are concentrated on and near the arch support. 

49. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 45, wherein the ese^^s^ 
positioned so that th. toe region comprises perforations and the perforations in ihe toe region are 
concentrated near an end of the insole. 

50. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 45. wherein the psj^Sti^ 
positioned so that the h eel region comprises perforations and the perforations in the heel region 
are concentrated in the first lower density foam area. 



51. (New) A method for manufecturing a sUpper that includes an upper attached to an 
outsole, the method comprising: 

(a) P^vidhig the upper comprising an outsole attachment area and a foot covering 
area, 

(fa) ^«aching the outsole attachment area ofthe upper to the outsole to provide an 
insole receiving area between the outsole and the foot covering area; 

(c) compression molding a foam structure to form an insole comprising a foam layer 
having a first foam side and a second foam side, to provide an insole comprising- 

(i) a heel region having a heel cushioning portion and a heel perimeter 
portion, wherein the heel perimeter portion comprises a retaining wall that 
extends above the top sur^ce of the heel cushioning portion; 

(ii) an arch region having an arch cushioning portion and an arch perimeter 
portion, wherein the arch perimeter portion comprises an azch support that 
extends above the top surface of the aich cushioning portion; and 
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(d) 



(iii) a toe region having a toe cushioning portion and a toe perimeter portion; 
and 

(iy) wherein ihe heel cushioning portion includes a first higher density foam 
area and a first lower density foam area, wherein the first lower density 
foam areaprojects above the surface of the first higher density foam area 
on the first foam side, having a difference between the height of the first 
lower density foam area and the first higher density fbam area of at least 
1/16 inch; 

placing the insole within the insole receiving area wi± the first foam area feeing 

the foot covering area. 



52. (New) A method according to claim 51, wherein the step of attaching the outsole 
attachment area to the outsole further comprises attaching the upper and the outsole by stitching 
the outsole attachment area to an outsole retaining wall along a circumference of the outsole. 

53. (New) Amethodaccordingtoclaim51,whereinthestepofcompressionmoldingis 
carried out so that the first lower density foan. area is centrally located in the heel cushioning 
portion and the first higher density foam area surrounds the heel cushioning portion. 

54. (New) Amethodaccordingtoclaim53.whereinthestepofcon,pressionmoldin8is 
earned out so that the first lower density foam area is surrounded by a plurality of isolated lower 
density foam areas wherein the plumhty of isolated lower density foam areas are separated fiom 
each other by portions of the first higher density foam area. 

55. (New) A method according to claim 51. wherein die step of compression molding is 
earned out so that the toe perimeter portion does not include a retaining wall, the retaining wall 
of the heel perimeter portion extends about 1/4 inch to about 1 inch above the top surface of the 
heel cushioning portion, and die areh support extends about 1/4 inch to about I inch above the 
top surfece of the arch cushioning portion. 
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56. (New) A metiiod according to claim ^7 fiirt^K^^^ 

u^^mg to Claim 01, ftmher compnsing creating a pluraUty of 

perforatiom in the heel region, the a«:h region, and the toe region for increa^^ 
wherem the perfoi^dons are positioned so tb^t the insole comprises a perfoi^tion-free area that'i. 
adjacent the heel region, arch region and toe region, wherein the perforations in the a..:h 
region are concentxated on and near the a«;h support, whei^in the perfoi^tions in the arch region 
are concentrated on and near the arch support, and wherein the perforations in the toe region are 
concentrated near an end of the insole. 

57. (New) AmethodaccordingtocIaimSLwhereinthe compression molding step is carried 
out on a unitary piece of foam to create the insole, so that the first high and low density foam 
areas are part of the unitary piece of foam. 

58. (New) A method for manufectmi^ a slipper that includes an upper attached to an 

outsole, the metliod comprising: 

(a) providing the upper comprising an omsole attachment area and a foot covering 

area, 

(b) attaching the outsole attachment area of the iq,per to the outsole to provide an 
insole receiving area between the outsole and the foot covering area; 

(c) compression molding a foam structure to form an insole comprising a foam layer 
having a first foam side and a second foam side, to provide an insole comprising: 
(0 a heel region having a heel cushionmg portion and a heel perimeter 

portion, wherein the heel perimeter portion comprises a retaining wall that 
extends above the top surface of the heel cushioning portion; 

(ii) region having an arch cushioning portion and an arch perimeter 
portion, wherein the arch perimeter portion comprises an arch support that 
extends above Ihe top surfece of the arch cushioning portion; and 

(iii) a toe region having a toe cushioning portion and a toe perimeter portion 
and 

av) wherein the heel cushioning portion includes a first higher density foam 
area and a first lower density foam area that is surrounded by the first 
higher density foam area, wherein the first lower density foam area is 
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surrounded by a plurality of isolated lower density foam areas, and the 
pIuraKty of isolated lower density foam areas are separated frtmi each 
other by portions of the first higher density foam area; and 
(d) placing the insole within the insole receiving area. 

59. (New) Amethodaccardingtoclaini58,whereinthestepofcoinpi«sioninoldhigis 
canied out so that the toe perimeter portion does not incltide a retaining wall, the retaining wall 
of the heel perimeter portion extends about 1/4 inch to about 1 inch above the top surface of the 
heel cushioning portion, and the arch support extends about 1/4 inch to about 1 inch above the 
top snri&ce of tiie arch cushioning portion. 

60. (New) A method according to claim 58. fUrther comprising creating a plurality of 
perforations in the heel region, the arch region, and the toe region for increasing air circulation 
wherein the perforations are positioned so that the insole comprises a perfoxation-free area that is 
adjacent to the heel region, arch region and toe region, wherein the perforations in the arch 
region are concentrated on and near the arch support, wherein the perforations in the arch region 
are concentrated on and near the arch support, and wherein the perforations in the toe region are 
concentrated near an end of the insole. 

61. (New) Amethodaccordingtoclaim58,fi,rthercomprisingcreatingaplu«liiyof 
perforations in the heel region, the arch region, and the toe nsgion for increasing air circulation 
wherem the perforations are positioned so that the insole comprises apeiforation-fi^ area that'is 
adjacent to the heel region, arch region and toe region. 

62. (New) A method according to claim 58, wherein the compression molding step is 
carried out on a unitary piece of foam to create the insole, so fliat the &st high and low density 
foam areas axe part of the unitary piece of foam. 



9 



PAGEII/lfi'RCVDAT 1/7/2005 6:59:58 PM [Eastern StandtfdTiine]'SVR:USPT^^^ 



